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Tidings 

 Bayshore Presbyterian Church August 18, 2014 

Who Are the Yazidi? 
 
The current crisis in Iraq has brought into the spotlight an 
obscure religious sect, the Yazidi, an ancient Kurdsish- speaking 
minority under dire threat in recent weeks by Islamic State 
militants. 
 

The Yazidi faith, which combines elements of Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, Manichaeism and the ancient, pre-Islamic 
Zoroastrianism faith, is found in parts of Iraq, Turkey, Syria and 
in Iran, among other Middle Eastern  
localities.  Adherents embrace  
reincarnation and essentially 
reject the concepts of sin and  
evil, thus there is no notion of  
either Satan or hell. 
 

Numbering between 200,000 and 
1,000,000, the pool of adherents is  
small comparatively when examining other well-known religions, 
according to Encyclopedia Britannica. But the history is both long 
and rich. 
 

Adherents believe they were created separate and distinct from 
the rest of mankind, with Yazidis holding that they came solely 
from Adam, while everyone else came from Adam and Eve.  
Thus, many choose to live together in tight-knit communities. As 
a result, one cannot convert to the faith; he or she can only be 
born into it. 
        

       While they baptize adherents much like 
       Christians, Yazidis pray while facing 
        the sun in the morning, noon and  
       night, offering up a total of five   
       invocations per day. 
 
 
 

Yazidis revere dark blue as extremely holy and, thus, don’t wear 
the color. They also reportedly disallow marriage in April, brides 
wear red — and many members won’t eat pumpkins or lettuce.  
It’s unclear why there’s a cultural taboo about eating these 
plants, though many faith leaders and members apparently still 
follow the tradition despite there  
not being much information about  
its origins.  Adherents look to  
Wednesday as their  holy day  
and Saturday as their day of rest.         
Yazidis  primarily pass on their  
traditions  orally, which makes  
pinning  down all of the contem- 
porary  and historical elements  
somewhat difficult. 
 

 
Goings On… 
 

This Sunday at Bayshore 
 
9:30 am  Sunday School 
 
10:30 am  Regular Worship    
   

  ***    See page 4 for volunteer list! 

 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/652325/Yazidi
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/652325/Yazidi
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/08/13/yazidi-religious-beliefs_n_5671903.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-magazine-monitor-28686607
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/1560714/The-Devil-worshippers-of-Iraq.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/08/13/yazidi-religious-beliefs_n_5671903.html


        Yazidis believe that a god — known  
        as Yasdan — created the world and  
        entrusted it to seven angels. They worship 
        a divine figure known as Melek Taus, or 
        the “Peacock Angel,” who is among the 
        angelic seven who collectively rule and  
        oversee the planet. These angels can  
        apparently be reincarnated into human  
        form occasionally. 
 
Case-in-point: Sheikh Adi ibn Musafir, a preacher who died in 1162 and 
is widely considered to be the founder of the Yazidi faith, though its 
traditions date back to pre-Islamic cultures. He is believed to have been 
Melek Taus in human form and his  
tomb is the faith’s most important  
pilgrimage location.   It is reported       
that there are some who believe that  
Melek Taus is actually Satan, other  
sources noted that this isn’t the case  
and that confusion over the entity’s  
identity has led adherents to be  
“inaccurately described as devil  
worshipers.” 
 

This confusion comes from religious tradition that claims Melek Taus 
fell from grace, but that he eventually regained good standing with 
Yasdan. Debate and misunderstanding over this theology has led to the 
group’s persecution at the hands of Muslims and Christians alike,  
        with some believing that Yazidis are Satan 
        worshipers who must convert or die.  
        There’s also the fact that Melek Taus’  
        other name — Shaytan — means “devil” in 
        Arabic, leading to additional assumptions 
        that Yazidis worship Satan.   The basis of 
        the Yazidis’ holy scriptures are two books 
        — the “Book of Revelation” (not to be  
        confused by the Christian text with the  
        same name) and the “Black Book.” 
 
 

Yazidi society is hierarchical. The secular leader is a hereditary emir or 
prince, whereas a chief sheikh heads the religious hierarchy. The 
Yazidi are strictly endogamous  (marry  
only within their social group); members 
of the three Yazidi castes, the murids,  
sheikhs and pirs, marry only within their  
group, marriage outside the caste is  
considered a sin punishable by death to  
restore lost honor. 
 

The Yazidis' concern with religious purity,  
and their reluctance to mix elements  
perceived to be incompatible, is shown in not only their caste system, 
but also various taboos affecting everyday life. Some of these, such as 
those on exogamy or on insulting or offending men of religion, are 
widely respected. 
 

The purity of the four elements Earth, Air, Fire and Water is protected 
by a number of taboos, e.g. against spitting on earth, water or fire.  
        Some discourage spitting or pouring hot 
        water on the ground because they believe 
        that spirits or  souls that may be present
             would be harmed or  offended by such  
        actions if they happen to be hit by the  
        discarded liquid. These may also reflect 
        ancient Iranian preoccupations, as  

        currently do taboos concerning bodily  
        waste, hair and menstrual blood 
         

        Too much contact with non-Yazidis is also 
considered polluting. In the past, Yazidis avoided military service which 
would have led them to live among Muslims and were forbidden to  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   Each month we pray for members and friends.  
This month, please pray for: 

Name the Bayshore "Celebrity" 
      This Bayshore Church member is  
      easily identifiable by her fondness for 
      purple, as well as her faithful attention 
      to gardening, Sunday School, being 
      our "eyes and ears" at Presbytery and 
      offering nursing wisdom and advice, 
      when called upon.      
   
          Answer next month 
Last Month's Answer: Charles Henwood 

  

 

 
From the Pastor Nominating Committee 

Report From Session 
 

Session voted to re-direct our food to Beth-El; as it seems there is a very 
great need there.  The items they need are specific, and are pictured in 
the Narthex of the church. There will be a shopping aid in the bulletin on 
August 31st to assist you. 
 
Watch for the installation of an outdoor drinking fountain as our 
designated Mission Project this year.  
 

It's that time again, when the Church Nominating Committee will be 
looking for Elders to serve on Session. Is Christ calling you to offer your 
gifts in this particular way?  If so, let Ken Cooley or Debi Pridgen know!  
 
A REMINDER:  Session always publishes a summary of decisions made 
at each Session Meeting. You are encouraged to pick up a copy in order 
to stay informed. Important decisions related to insurance, repairs, and 
the purchase of office equipment were made this summer. Also, you are 
always welcome to a copy of the Treasurer's Report, available in the Front 
Office.  
 

Watch for upcoming  information concerning a Beth-El Swim party... 

 ? 
 

Please remember to recycle your bulletin as you leave and 
help us keep things looking good!!  Thanks so much!! 

 

Remember to sign up for flowers to recognize 

your special occasions.  Contact the church 

office or sign up on the flower sheet in the 

Dining Room. 

Our florist, Flowers Gone Wild, will deliver 

your arrangement to the church for Sunday.  

The cost is $35.00.  Also, bring your left-over 

vases into the church office for Flowers Gone 

Wild to recycle.  Flowersgonewild.net 

 

Our Committee has selected a candidate and Tampa Bay Presbytery has 
reviewed the candidate and the terms of call. All that remains is for our 
congregation to approve our selection. 
 

Session has called for a congregational meeting on August 31 following 
worship. Our candidate will lead us in worship that Sunday.  
A letter was mailed to the congregation Saturday, with more information .   
 

Next Sunday we will have a complete bio and picture of our candidate at 

worship!   Praise God! 

http://time.com/3091932/yazidi-iraq-isis-obama/
http://time.com/3091932/yazidi-iraq-isis-obama/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/08/13/yazidi-religious-beliefs_n_5671903.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/08/13/yazidi-religious-beliefs_n_5671903.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/1560714/The-Devil-worshippers-of-Iraq.html
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/652325/Yazidi
http://time.com/3091932/yazidi-iraq-isis-obama/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emir
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheikh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endogamy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caste
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam_Pir
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exogamy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslims


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 

 September Birthdays/Anniversaries 
Birthdays      Anniversaries 
4   Rey Bulnes    5   Harry & Ginny Ellis 
10  Charlie Allen 
11  Debi Pridgen 
      Lonnie Turner 
   Aiden Smitson  
21  Rachel Ellis 
26  Don Smith 

 

Just Another Day on the Bayshore 

Ust oreBayshore… 

 

 

 

 

share such items as cups or razors with outsiders.   A resem -
blance to the external ear may lie behind the taboo against 
eating head lettuce, whose name koas resembles Yazidi 
pronunciations of koasasa.   Additionally, lettuce grown near 

Mosul is thought by some Yazidi to be fertilized with human 
waste, which may contribute to the idea that it is unsuitable for 
consumption. 
 

However, in a BBC interview in April 2010, a senior Yazidi 
authority stated that ordinary Yazidis  
may eat what they want, but holy men  
refrain from certain vegetables (including  
cabbage) because "they cause gases." 
 

Yazidis refrain from wearing the color  
blue.  The origins of this prohibition  
are unknown, but may either be because 
blue represents Noah's flood, or it was possibly the color worn by 
a conquering king sometime in the past. Alternatively, the 
prohibition may arise from their veneration of the Peacock Angel 
and an unwillingness to usurp His color. 
 

      Another aspect of Yazidi folklore concerns 
      the Black Snake, the image of which is  
      found  at many Yazidi temples, including  
      the door of the Shrine of Sheikh Adi.   
      According to Yazidi mythology it was a  
      black snake that saved Noah and his  
      precious cargo from drowning in the waters 
      of the Flood, when his ark foundered on 
      the peak of Mount Judi and started to leak. 
A black snake coiled itself over the hole thus securing the 
survival of human and animal kind. Another legend tells of how 
the tribe of the Haweris, when they set off to become Muslims, 
were driven back home by Sheikh Mend, who turned himself into 
a black snake and met them on the road in this guise.  
 
The sheikh family of Sheikh Mend, that is his descendants, are 
believed to be blessed with power over snakes. Not only do 
snakes not bite them, but they can cure the snakebites of others. 
While snakes of other color enjoy no special reverence, there is 
a religious injunction against causing harm to black snakes.  
Children are baptized at birth and circumcision is common but 
not required. Dead are buried in conical tombs immediately after 
death and buried with hands crossed. 
 
The tale of the Yazidis' origin found in the Black Book gives them 
a distinctive ancestry and expresses their feeling of difference 
from other races. Before the roles  
of the sexes were determined,  
Adam and Eve quarreled about  
which of them provided the creative  
element in the begetting of children.  
Each stored their seed in a jar which  
was then sealed. When Eve's was  
opened it was full of insects and  
other unpleasant creatures, but inside 
Adam's jar was a beautiful boychild. 
This lovely child, known as son of Jar grew up to marry 
a houri and became the ancestor of the Yazidis. Therefore, the 
Yazidi are regarded as descending from Adam alone, while other 
humans are descendants of both Adam and Eve. 
 
The Yazidis have been persecuted in the north by Islamic State 
militants, with at least 500 killed as of the printingof this issue of 
the Tidings, according to Iraq's human rights minister.  Sources 
report that  it appears residents in the village did not comply with 
the militants' demands to convert to Islam.  "[Militants] arrived in 
vehicles and they started their killing this afternoon,'' senior 
Kurdish official Hoshiyar Zebari told Reuters. "We believe it's 
because of their creed: convert or be killed." 
 
 
 
 
 

A Yazidi lawmaker and another senior Kurdish official also said 
the killings had taken place and that the women of the village 
were kidnapped. Iraqi and Yazidi leaders say the brutal Islamic 
State fighters have buried Yazidi men alive, killed children and 
kidnapped women to be slaves.  "We have striking evidence 
obtained from Yazidis fleeing Sinjar and some who escaped 
death, and also crime scene images that show indisputably that 
the gangs of the Islamic States have executed at least 500 
Yazidis after seizing Sinjar," Sudani told Reuters. 
 
Sinjar is the ancient home of the Yazidis, but also one of several 
towns captured by the Sunni militants who view the community 
as "devil worshipers" and demand conversion to Islam under 
threat of death. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sources: Wikipedia.com, TheBlaze.com, Huffingtonpost.com, Foxnews.com, 

BBC.com, Reuters, Aljazeera.net 

 

Dear Bayshore,  
 

You blew me away!!   What a wonderful 
retirement send off you gave me last 
Sunday.  It was absolutely fantastic.  I’m 
not sure I realized in the moment that I 
won’t see most of you again; but this I 
know - I will never forget you.  The kind 
words and wonderful pictures each of you 
put in the scrapbook was such 
unexpected affirmation of the wonderful 
time we spent together.  Thank you all so 
much.  Peace be with you.    

kaaren 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noah%27s_flood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumcision
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_and_Eve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houri


VOLUNTEER LIST 
 
 
 

DATE 
 

LITURGIST 
 

USHERS 
 

GREETERS 
 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

         
May 4 

 
J Bulnes 

 
 B Smith 

 
Guenthers 

 
D. PRIDGEN, L. ELLY, T. SMITSON, B. SMITH 

May 11 
 

W Elly 
 

H Allen, M Dufeny 
 

L. Elly 
  

May 18 
 

C Venable 
 

Knapps 
 

B. Smith 
  

May 25 
 

A Shaw 
 

Bulnes 
 

H. Gomez 
  

         
June 1 

 
M. Dufeny 

 
Cooleys 

 
J Bulnes 

 
A. SHAW, K. Morris, R. BULNES 

June 8 
 

H Allen 
 

Guenthers 
 

Guenthers 
  

June 15 
 

H Ellis 
 

M Hausman, B Smith 
 

L. Elly 
  

June 22 
 

M Zitek 
 

H Allen, L Elly 
 

B. Smith 
  

June 29 
 

K Cooley 
 

Henwoods 
 

H. Gomez 
  

         July 6 
 

M. Dufeny  M. Hausman, B. Smith  A. Shaw  C .Venable, K. Morris, L. Elly,   D. Pridgen 

July 13 
 

K. Morris  R & J Bulnes  Knapp   

July 20 
 

G. Knapp  W & L Elly  Cooley   

July 27 
 

D. Pridgen  H. Allen,       M. Zitek  Bulnes   

         Aug  3 
 

W. Elly  K & S Cooley  M. Dufeny  G. Knapp, M. Zitek, C. Venable 

Aug 10 
 

C. Venable  C & D Henwood  G. Huff   

Aug 17  
 

H. Ellis  D & D Guenther  C. Venable   

Aug 24 
 

D. Guenther  T. Smitson, M. Zitek  B. Smith   

Aug 31 
 

J. Bulnes  Knapps  M. Zitek   

Sept 7  M. Dufeny  M. Hausman, B. Smith  Guenther  R & J Bulnes, A. Shaw, G. Huff 

Sept1 4  M. Zitek  R & J Bulnes  Knapp   

Sept 21  G. Knapp  W & L Elly  Cooley   

Sept. 28  K. Cooley  T. Smitson ,  G. Knapp  Bulnes   

Oct 5  W. Elly  K & S Cooley  M. Dufeny  C. Venable, K. Morris, B. Smith 

Oct 12  A. Shaw  C & D Henwood  G. Huff   

Oct 19  H. Ellis  D & D Guenther  M. Hausman   

Oct 26  C. Venable  G. Huff, M. Zitek  B. Smith   

Nov. 2  M. Dufeny  Knapps  M. Zitek  C. Venable, L. Elly, M. Hausman,  D. Pridgen 

Nov 9  K. Cooley  M. Dufeny, B. Smith    Guenther   

Nov 16  G. Knapp  R & J Bulnes  A. Shaw   

Nov 23  C. Venable  W & L Elly  Cooley   

Nov 30  D. Guenther  D & P Gust  Bulnes   

Dec 7  W. Elly  K & S  Cooley  M. Dufeny  J Bulnes, G. Knapp, T. Smitson 

Dec 14  J. Bulnes  C & D Henwood  G. Huff   

Dec 21  H. Ellis  D & D Guenther  M. Hausman   

Dec 28  A. Shaw  M. Zitek, G. Huff  B. Smith   

 

 

 

Easter 2014 


